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Roav RAGE
Roav are the world’s most compact
sunglasses. The California-based label was
founded by Max Greenberg from LA and by
designer and engineer Thomas Chu from Hong
Kong. The Roav name comes from the verb “to rove”
and embodies the ideas of freedom, travel and exploration,
hence the “Anywhere Eyewear” moniker. The folding and compact
nature of the frame makes Roav ideal for people who only need glasses
to read their phones, tablets and books but have no need to wear their
glasses all day long. Instead of hanging glasses on your shirt, you can
now place them in a small case, in your pocket or inside a handbag.

Around
the
World
what’s ON what’s HOT
,

IN GOOD Hands
ONE OF THE MOST IMPRESSIVE BRIDGES IN THE
WORLD HAS OPENED IN VIETNAM. THE 150-METER
GOLDEN BRIDGE, IN THE BÀ NÀ HILLS RESORT IN DA
NANG, IS UPHELD BY TWO GIANT STONE-COLORED
HANDS. PEDESTRIANS CAN WALK AND ADMIRE THE
VIEW WHILE SURROUNDED BY BEAUTIFUL LAVENDER
GARDENS AND AMAZING LANDSCAPES. THE GOLDEN
BRIDGE STANDS AT 1,400 METERS ABOVE SEA LEVEL.

For the Love of Chocolate

©all rights reserved

Lebanese entrepreneur Amer Wahoud has teamed up with international
hotelier Gordon Campbell Gray to launch a new artisan chocolate label. Created
by Wahoud, Sunday in Scotland offers carefully sourced chocolates made from
the finest ingredients. Choices include dark, milk, praline, caramel, marzipan
and other delectable flavors. The first Sunday in Scotland patisserie and café
opened this summer in Malta’s capital Valletta.The place carries the label’s fine
chocolate range as well as a selection of delicate cakes and biscuits. Sunday in
Scotland is a sinful new way to experience chocolate. sundayinscotland.com
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Lebanon in a Box
For the estimated 11 million Lebanese
expatriates living abroad, it’s often
challenging to stay connected to the
country and keep in touch with the
great things happening in Lebanon.
Meet
Koullouna,
a
monthly
subscription box that links Lebanonlovers to the country no matter where
they are, while supporting local
initiatives. Every month you can
receive a surprise package at your
doorstep with a variety of locally
curated goods, including food
products (zaatar, sumac, mouneh,
nuts), design products (tote bag,
pouch, pillowcase, handmade cutlery) and cultural products (books, posters), plus a
booklet telling all the stories behind those goods and their makers. You’ll also get the
story of a local positive initiative to which 10% of the cost was donated, creating a
concrete impact on the ground. Koullouna box is not only for Lebanese expats. Marina
Pape, a Londoner who has visited Lebanon a few times subscribed to Koullouna. “What
I like about Koullouna is that I feel like it’s easy to discover what’s happening in Lebanon.
It’s like a new way of connecting with local entrepreneurs.” koullounabox.com

Sweet Memories
When we think of childhood memories, one of the things that may come to mind is Lu’s Petit
Beurre cookie. Invented by Louis Lefèvre-Utile in 1886, the cookie bears the inscription “Lu
Petit-Beurre Nantes,” in a font that’s reminiscent of the old storybooks once read to children by
their grandmothers. Besides its taste, what is also sweet is the story behind the design: the biscuit
has four ear-shaped corners and 24 dots in four lines of six. The four corners represent the four
seasons, and the 24 dots represent the 24 hours in a day. The biscuit measures almost seven
centimeters, in a nod to the seven days of the week.

SELFIE in Your Coffee
THE TEA TERRACE, BASED IN HOUSE OF FRASER’S OXFORD STREET BRANCH IN LONDON,
HAS BECOME EUROPE’S FIRST LOCATION TO DELIVER THE SELFIECCINO, A MILK-BASED
ESPRESSO DRINK THAT IMPRINTS THE CUSTOMER’S FACE DIRECTLY ON TOP OF THE
FOAM. OWNER EHAB SALEM SHOULY TOLD REUTERS THAT INSTAGRAMMABILITY NOW
BEATS “GREAT FOOD AND GREAT SERVICE.”

Groceries on the Go
Amazon launched its first supermarket with no cashier in Seattle.
Shoppers just go in, choose their products and get scanned on their
way out. The products they bought are automatically billed on their
Amazon account, making their shopping experience faster – there’s
no waiting in line to pay! Cameras and detectors register what each
client picks up. A revolution in the world of grocery shopping.
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BRITISH MAGIC

Rosewood LONDON
is a fantasy turned
reality
by MarieJoe Raidy

Since it opened in 2013, the ROSEWOOD LONDON
has consistently been voted one of London’s ﬁnest
HOTELS. The LUXURIOUS property is housed
within a 1914 EDWARDIAN Belle Époque building
that was transformed into an EXCEPTIONAL hotel
thanks to an £85 million RENOVATION. The
building’s ORIGINAL ARCHITECTURAL features
were PAINSTAKINGLY restored by an expert team
of craftsmen, including the magniﬁcent GRADE IIlisted street frontage and DOME, and the grand
PAVONAZZO marble staircase, which rises up
through all seven floors of the hotel beneath the
50-meter CUPOLA.
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“ The Grand
Manor House
Wing welcomes
guests via its
own private
entrance and is
the only suite in
the world to
possess its own
postal code.”
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“ The Renaissancestyle hotel has a
beautiful Grand
Pavonazzo marble
staircase at its center
worth an estimated
£40 million.”

G

uests enter the hotel via
a grand carriageway that
leads to a distinctive
courtyard giving a sense of
arrival more akin to a private
manor house than a hotel. Situated
a stone’s throw away from Covent
Garden, Rosewood London offers easy
access to both the City as well as attractions such as the British
Museum, the Royal Opera House, West End theatres and worldclass galleries.
The Renaissance-style hotel is square-shaped, with a beautiful Grand
Pavonazzo marble staircase at its center worth an estimated £40
million. The 262 rooms and 44 suites include nine signature suites,
referred to as “houses,” which convey the feel of stylish London
residences. The Grand Manor House Wing, one of London’s most
exclusive residences, welcomes guests via its own private entrance
and is the only suite in the world to possess its own postal code.
My sojourn began by sampling the hotel’s on-site brasserie,
Holborn Dining Room. Some of the specialties here include Jersey
rock oysters, burgers and charcuterie. Holborn Dining Room is also
home to the Gin Bar, featuring London’s largest collection of gin.
The Gin Bar offers over 500 types of gin and 20 tonics, including its
very own signature tonic, made using a top-secret recipe. Ask to
meet the Gin Master, as his knowledge and passion for gin is truly
astounding. My personal favorite was the Sipsmith sloe gin,
prepared with herbal and sloe berry essence (a hedgerow fruit in
the plum family grown in London).
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“ The lively bar offers a
convivial atmosphere,
akin to that of a
sophisticated
gentleman’s club.”

Adjoining Holborn Dining Room,
you’ve got The Pie Room,
spearheaded by executive head chef
and pastry expert Calum Franklin. Via
an extension to the kitchen,
customers are able to watch the
restaurant’s chefs at work –
including chef Franklin himself – as
they craft pork pies, impressive beef
wellingtons, pâté en croûtes and
complex pithiviers by hand. “I am
obsessive about pastry and seeing
The Pie Room finally come to fruition is so exciting for me and the
team,” says Franklin. “People may not realize the details and
techniques that go into making our pies, and at The Pie Room
guests will be able to see every step first hand. For me, I find it so
rewarding sneaking a peak at the delight on diners’ faces when a
pie arrives at their table. With the new Pie Room, we’ll be able to

produce hundreds of pies a day, so
we will be able to see those happy
faces all day long!”
After dinner, I headed to the hotel’s
Scarfes bar, named after the
renowned British artist and
caricaturist Gerald Scarfe, whose
original artworks adorn the walls.
The lively bar offers a convivial
atmosphere, akin to that of a
sophisticated gentleman’s club. The
creative menu of cocktails, live jazz
seven nights a week and monthly immersive cabaret in the fall and
winter months make Scarfes Bar one of London’s great
entertainment destinations.
After having a final glass of Sipsmith sloe gin, I was ready to head
back up to my suite before my return trip to Beirut the next day.
TRAVEL THE WORLD WITH MEA AND OUR SKYTEAM PARTNERS.
page 75

Top 5
biggest waterfalls

in the world

While NIAGARA FALLS is perhaps the most famous of
all WATERFALLS – the majestic CASCADING waters
that straddle the UNITED STATES and CANADA have
been featured in countless movies and magazines – there
are other far BIGGER WATERFALLS on EARTH.
Here’s a look at the ﬁve BIGGEST ONES.

Khone Falls
At roughly 10,782 meters wide,Khone Falls in Laos is the largest waterfall
in the world.The falls are part of the Mekong River,and they form at the point
where the river splits into seven large channels and several other smaller ones.

PARÁ FALLS
Venezuela’s Pará Falls (Salto Pará) is the second largest waterfall
in the world,measuring 5,608 meters in width.Set on the Rio Caura,
in the Bolivar region, the falls occur where two parts of the river
come together and drop down over 60 meters.

Kongou Falls
IN AFRICA, KONGOU FALLS IS EASILY THE CONTINENT’S BIGGEST WATERFALL. THE
NATURAL WONDER IS 3,200 METERS WIDE AND IS PART OF THE IVINDO RIVER, LOCATED
IN EASTERN GABON’S IVINDO NATIONAL PARK. THE WORLD’S THIRD LARGEST
WATERFALL IS SET AMONG LUSH EQUATORIAL RAINFORESTS.

IGUAZÚ FALLS
RUNNING 2,682 METERS WIDE, SOUTH AMERICA’S IGUAZÚ FALLS IS THE
FOURTH BIGGEST WATERFALL WORLDWIDE.THE MAGNIFICENT CASCADING
WATERS ARE LOCATED WITHIN THE BORDERS OF BOTH ARGENTINA AND
BRAZIL,WITH ROUGHLY HALF OF THE WATERS FALLING DOWN THE NARROW
DEVIL’S THROAT CHASM.

The world’s fifth biggest waterfall occurs at the point where the Uruguay River, which is
located between Argentina and Brazil, cracks and drops down nearly 15 meters. Saltos
del Moconá, which covers 2,065 meters in width, is a most unique natural site, as it
forms an almost 180-degree semi-circle.
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Saltos del Moconá

TRAVEL

Meet Me in BERLIN

by MarieJoe Raidy

At ﬁrst glance, BERLIN’S sheer size may be a bit
INTIMIDATING for those who don’t know how
to navigate the CITY. It may feel quite empty at
times, almost like a GHOST TOWN. But the
MAGIC of BERLIN lies behind its WALLS, with
an incredible number of ACTIVITIES taking
place behind the scenes – you just need to know
where to LOOK and where to GO.

What to Do

Berlin is divided into 12 boroughs or districts, including

What to See

Mitte in the center, which forms the historical core of the city and
where most of the main tourist attractions are located; Kreuzberg,
the
up-and-coming
artsy
area;
Schöneberg with its popular cafés and
incredible culinary diversity; Tiergarten,
beloved for its huge park; and
Charlottenburg, home to the mindblowing Charlottenburg Palace.

One of Berlin’s most arresting sites is the Holocaust Memorial, a
haunting monument to those massacred during World War II that’s
a succession of gray rectangles resembling
unmarked graves, seemingly stretching into
infinity. You can also visit the chilling
Topographie des Terrors museum, which
chronicles the rise and eventual demise of
Germany’s Nazi party – and the horrors
perpetrated by Hitler and the SS. The
museum is built along a preserved part of the
Berlin Wall, adding to the area’s huge
historical significance.
Art and history buffs shouldn’t miss Berlin’s
iconic museums, some of which are located
on Museum Island along the Spree River.
Cultural institutions here include the
Pergamon Museum, where you’ll witness the

There are many great hotels in Berlin, some
of the trendiest of which include ultrastylish Soho House near Alexanderplatz;
Hotel Zoo, a design hotel with a lively bar;
Michelberger, an eccentric and more
affordable option; and the luxurious and
intimate Orania in Kreuzberg.
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Where to Stay

You can discover Berlin at your own leisure by downloading iPhone
app Kamino, which lists self-guided walking tours created by locals and
travel experts. Alternatively, you can rent a bike in this most bikefriendly city and check out some of the sites that have given Berlin its
glory, including the iconic Brandenburg Gate, lush park Tiergarten and
the TV Tower at Alexanderplatz, from where you can experience
spectacular views of the city. Other city attractions include the Berlin
Zoological Garden, which is the most renowned zoo in Germany, and
the Berlin Templehof, a World War II airport that has since been turned
into a huge park that’s popular for cycling, running and family picnics.

Ishtar Gate of Babylon, the Neues Museum and the Bode Museum.
Modern and contemporary art lovers can head to the Hamburger
Bahnhof, a former train station transformed into an art center
showcasing works by the likes of Keith Haring and Andy Warhol.
And on a lighter note, you can head to Legoland Discovery Center, a
huge playground offering Lego-related attractions for the entire family.

Where to Eat and Drink
Berlin is a great place to experience local and international cuisine. Try
Einstein Café, which has three branches around the city and offers
wienerschnitzel and apple strudel. The Burger Meister is a popular burger
joint, while Heising is a great place to sample traditional French cuisine
in an old-world setting. For Italian try Don Camillo, and for excellent Asian
cuisine head to Saigon and More.
If you’re looking for a place that’s a more of
bar with tasty nibbles, try Torbar where you’ll
sample wine and tapas; Klunkerkranich, a
totally cool and unique rooftop bar; and
Fahimi, a hard-to-find, speakeasy-style bar
serving cocktails and snacks.
Then you can hit Berlin’s world-famous clubs,
like The Pearl, one of the city’s most exclusive
clubs. Check out Thursday’s After-Work Party,
dance to hip hop tunes on Friday and sway to
electronic music on Saturday. Or you can head
to Berghain, Berlin’s and perhaps the world’s
most famous club. The former power station
was transformed into a hedonistic nightspot
where the party rages for 48 hours straight,
beginning on Friday night and running
nonstop until Monday morning. Rough and
rocking at all times, this one isn’t for the faint
of heart. And if Berghain isn’t your scene, you
can always head to Club der Visionaere, a
seductive riverside bar with a terrace that’s
particularly lively on Sunday afternoon. In
Berlin, there really is something for everyone.
TRAVEL THE WORLD WITH MEA AND OUR
SKYTEAM PARTNERS.

“Modern and
contemporary
art lovers can
head to the
Hamburger
Bahnhof, a
former train
station
transformed into
an art center.”
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